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LETTER FROM PRSG’S DIRECTOR
Dear Friends of PRSG,
We are so grateful for your commitment to creating a welcoming
community for refugee families. As we continue to expand our capacity
to build long-term support systems for our new neighbors, we’re uplifted
by the nearly 100 new individual investors and dozens of new foundation
and government supporters we’ve gained over the last year. Your
willingness to open your hearts to individuals who’ve had their lives
upended is a direct counter to the perpetrators of violent conﬂicts around
the world. What they seek to tear down, we work to rebuild, and the
opportunity to lead this incredible organization is the honor of my life.
There is much work to do, and as you’ll see in this annual report, PRSG is
growing to meet that need. In these pages you will see the culmination of
the hard work and dedication of our incredible volunteers, staff, and
board as they worked to keep our community safe, provided spaces for
joy and learning, and strengthened the bonds of friendship between
diverse cultures who’ve made their home in Oregon and Southern
Washington.
Opportunities abound for people and organizations to get involved,
working hand in hand to rebuild lives. We invite you to join us.
In Gratitude,

PETER NEWBEGIN
Executive Director
Portland Refugee Support Group
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Hand in Hand, Rebuilding Lives
Federally contracted resettlement agencies receive funding to support refugees for a
limited time. These services are centered on initial needs, last as few as 3-6 months,
and are often insufﬁcient to support a successful transition to a new home. Portland
Refugee Support Group picks up where these agencies leave off by fostering true
self-sufﬁciency with programs centered on economic mobility, education, social capital,
and community re-empowerment.

Mission & Vision

To empower refugees through social support and education, assisting them to
navigate a path to a successful life in the US.
We envision a community where refugees feel they belong – a place where they are
safe, prosperous, and able to pursue happiness.

2021 Global Refugee Situation

In 2021, over 89 million people were forcibly displaced. Over 27 million were
refugees, with 11,500 resettling to the US. These lives have been upended and forever
altered by conﬂict and the injustice of war. At PRSG, our mission to create a welcoming
community for those who arrive in the Paciﬁc Northwest reﬂects our commitment to
rebuild lives, working hand in hand with our new neighbors.

2021 Refugees in Oregon

In 2021, formal refugee arrivals through the US Refugee Admissions program fell to an
all-time low, at just under 12,000 individuals. However, with the fall of Afghanistan to
the Taliban, and the subsequent evacuation, over 70,000 Afghans were welcomed to
the United States, with over 1,200 making their home in Oregon. These new arrivals
strained the capacity of federally contracted resettlement agencies, and PRSG stepped
up to ﬁll critical gaps in the system.
Volunteers made daily visits to the hotels where Afghan refugees were temporarily
housed, conducting wellness checks, delivering supplies, and helping to connect
individuals to community resources. In doing so, PRSG delivered over $10,000 in
goods, and connected hundreds of refugees to employment, medical, transportation,
and government services.

Our Programs
PRSG operates in four main areas where refugees have identiﬁed the need for
additional support beyond what is available through resettlement agencies:

Community Connections

Community Wellness

Community Classrooms

Community Aid

Community Connections
PRSG pairs a core volunteer with a family, building trusting relationships, and
helping clients adjust to their new homes. Volunteers work together with
families to set and achieve goals that lay the foundation for successful lives in
the United States.

In 2021, PRSG engaged over 140 volunteers, and Core Volunteers were paired
with families worked to build bonds of friendship and understanding across
cultures. In September of 2021, PRSG hired our ﬁrst full-time Volunteer
Coordinator, and the pace of recruitment activities dramatically increased just in
time to meet the needs of our new Afghan neighbors. Volunteers visited hotels
where families were temporarily housed on an almost daily basis to deliver vital
services, household items, and create connections to PRSG programs.

Community Wellness
PRSG hosts counseling sessions for adults and children as well as annual
summer camps for youth, providing mental health support through art, play,
and dialogue. Summer youth camps bring together refugee and non-refugee
youth, building long-lasting relationships.

Camp Mahara, PRSG’s skill building camp conducted in partnership with Trillium
Creek Training and Rehabilitation Coalition, had over 120 youth participants.
TCTC’s 10 acres of woods, trails, and orchards provide a safe place for refugee
youth to work with specially trained horses to build conﬁdence, restore cultural
connections, and learn about the beauty of their new home.
Camp Silah, PRSG’s overnight Summer Camp, hosted over 400 refugee and
non-refugee youth. Campers were provided a safe place to tell their stories,
develop friendships, and build critical life skills. Beyond a checklist of initial
needs, Community Wellness programs address the social and mental wellbeing
of refugees that set them up for long-term success.

Community Classrooms
PRSG pairs tutors with clients to improve English skills and assist with classwork.
Tutoring is provided to refugee children and their parents to support language
proﬁciency, self-conﬁdence, and motivation to succeed in educational goals.

22 families were paired with tutors in 2021, highlighted by PRSG’s popular
Beyond Reading summer program. 24 students participated in virtual sessions
over a six week period to catch up on critical literacy skills. PRSG tutors work
within a unique in-home model and, as noted by one of our volunteers below,
often gain as much as they give:
“Tutoring with PRSG has added purpose and passion to my life. It helped inspire me
to pursue teaching as a career. I look forward to tutoring every week because I learn
something new every session, whether it's academically or culturally. This year, it
was so rewarding to see my student write a beautifully crafted story about her
family's celebration of Eid al-Fitr. She was very proud and excited to share her
culture with me, and it touched my heart. It's also been amazing to watch her
develop more self-conﬁdence and to see her persist in the face of challenges.”
~MADELEINE RYDER, PRSG Volunteer Tutor

Community Aid
PRSG provides in-kind donations and short-term ﬁnancial assistance to families
along their journey to self-sufﬁciency, including rent, utility, medical bills, and
other emergency needs. Volunteers work with families to ensure the aid
supports long-term goals toward self-sufﬁciency.

As the effects of the pandemic stretched into 2021, PRSG was funded by the
Oregon Health Authority to conduct community engagement, vaccination
drives, and emergency assistance to refugee families impacted by both the
public health and subsequent economic emergencies.
PRSG’s vaccination drives helped protect 135 individuals with 294 doses from
refugee communities, and $80,404 in direct ﬁnancial support was provided to
126 households facing eviction and utility shut off.

Our Partners
PRSG is but one of many organizations in our community working to build a
more just and equitable system for our new neighbors. We are proud to partner
with dozens of organizations, putting families at the center of a collective effort
to improve the quality of services for refugee families.

"As the newest cultural center at IRCO, the Greater Middle East Center
(GMEC) is inclusively serving communities from North Africa, the Middle
East and South Asia. In its quest for better serving its communities, GMEC
started building partnerships with different organizations serving the same
communities. One of the most fruitful and sustainable partnerships for
GMEC has been with PRSG. Whether be it through the invaluable insights
of PRSG's Executive Director who serves as one of GMEC's Advisory
Council members, or through the support of PRSG's multilingual volunteers
in GMEC's activities, this partnership has had a great positive impact on
GMEC's work.”
MOUNA JBALI, Program Coordinator
Greater Middle East Center, IRCO

Financial Information
Total Revenue:

2019: $105,824
2020: $163,648
2021: $625,190
2021 Revenue by Source
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2021 Expenses by Category
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Our Investors
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